
 COLD OPEN

INT. MICHAEL’S OFFICE - DAY

ELEANOR, at the desk, flanked by paperwork, pushes a tiny 
rake across the sand of a desktop zen garden. 

JANET, seated across the desk, observes. MICHAEL paces. 

MICHAEL
(anxious)

So. Big day today.

ELEANOR 
Chill out. You’ll wear a hole in 
your sole.

MICHAEL
Janet. Why don’t you recap for 
Eleanor the mountainous tasks we 
face today, undoubtedly coupled 
with - dun, dun, dun- unforseen, 
annoying twists, where our actions 
will- I remind you- determine the 
fate of millions of souls.

ELEANOR
Your stinky vibes won’t faze me. I 
am killing this like Demi Lovato
kills the calves game.

MICHAEL
It looks to me like you’re 
slacking, shirking and, and... 
sucking at this job right now.

ELEANOR
We can say suck?

JANET
Depending on the context.

MICHAEL
There’s a lot more to running a 
neighborhood than you think. We 
can’t manage the new arrivals 
unless all the background details 
are in order. That’s a lot of balls 
to juggle.
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ELEANOR
If there’s one thing this girl 
knows how to do, it’s juggle bells.

Eleanor looks quizzical at the censorship.

JANET
Context. And intent.

ELEANOR
Don’t worry. I’m bossing like a bad 
ash bench. I’m just zen-ing out 
like a proper executive until the 
new arrival comes. Okay?

Eleanor rakes through the sand to complete a rendering of a 
penis. Good Place essence blows over the sand to replace it 
with a caricature of a smiling cartoon.

Eleanor pouts.

JANET
Maybe Michael can help with some of 
the paperwork? Delegating is base 
bossing and I’ve observed that 
Michael finds great solace in 
mundane details.

Eleanor rakes through the sand to make a pair of boobs. Good 
Place essence replaces them with a bug-eyed cartoon.

ELEANOR
Raspberries.

Eleanor relaxes back, puts her feet up on the desk.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
Michael.

Eleanor chews on a pencil.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
I am going to delegate to you, some 
very critical busywork. 

She stands and grabs a stack of folders and foists them into 
Michael’s arms. 

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
Here. The files on some of the 
Derek babies. 

(MORE)
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They’re causing trouble around the 
neighborhood and I need you to whip 
them into shape with some of your 
old-school, dapper gentleman 
learnings. 

JANET
Oooh, that sounds fun, Michael. 
Those Derek vessels are really 
stupid and problematic. 

ELEANOR
At least try to keep them away from 
the new arrivals... and Chidi. 

Michael nods his head enthusiastically. 

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
Now get to it.

FLOOMP - A file arrives in the pneumatic tube. 

MICHAEL
Shoot. Look, the new arrival.

ELEANOR
It’s cool. No sweat.

MICHAEL
But you only have five minutes now--

ELEANOR
--Don’t stress. Go put out some 
fires. Janet and I got this.

MICHAEL
Uh.

ELEANOR
Just shoo. Shoo.

Eleanor pushes Michael towards the door.

MICHAEL
I take such joy in seeing you, my 
protege you could say, stepping up, 
taking charge and facing the days 
challenges just as I would: with 
steely, perfectly tailored 
composure.

Eleanor smiles. 

Michael opens the door to exit then reacts.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
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MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Oh my boss! You do not want to see 
who’s out here.

SMASH TO TITLES:

CHAPTER 40
 END OF COLD OPEN

 
 ACT ONE

INT. MICHAEL’S OFFICE - DAY

Janet indicates towards the tube.

JANET
Shall we?

Eleanor removes the file from the tube, pauses to consider. 

ELEANOR
I want to do this one cold. I 
always squeak through every test by 
the seat of my pants. Like when the 
Doctor told me not to eat for 
twelve hours before a blood test 
but I totally slammed a Denny’s 
Gland Slam on the drive to the 
office and still got a high score. 

JANET
One arrival was meant to antagonize 
Chidi, one Tahani. It’s reasonable 
to expect that the next two will be 
meant for Jason, and you.

ELEANOR
Overwrought planning is a Khloe
move. I totally Kim my conflicts.

JANET
The Judge informed us there can’t 
be any more memory wipes.

ELEANOR
I lie best on my feet. Like the 
time Joaquin Phoenix claimed he was 
engaged to his yoga instructor on 
Letterman for the fleeting joy of 
audience applause.
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JANET
Or the time he lied about leaving 
acting to be a rapper just to make 
a creepy, air quotes art film.

ELEANOR
But I’ma show you how it’s done.

JANET
In three minutes.

Janet indicates to the clock -- three minutes left until the 
arrival wakes up. 

ELEANOR
For now tell me all the other 
critical things going on.

JANET
Jason will be dropping the Jianyu
facade.

ELEANOR
Is it the robe? Can we get him a 
Fila tracksuit robe? 

JANET
I have simulated thousands of 
scenarios wherein Jason maintains 
the Buddhist act and in none of 
them, are we- am I, content. 

ELEANOR
We’re here to make bad people good. 
That includes our whole Squad. 
Maybe Jason needs to be himself for 
the purity of the experiment.

Eleanor mimes applause.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
I applaud your insight... and 
agency as a woman. 

Janet smiles.

JANET
Not a woman but I am super horny 
for my guy.
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ELEANOR
Speaking of agency: when are you 
going to tell Jason he has to be 
himself and can it wait until after 
the two new arrivals settle in?

JANET
I’ll wait until the right moment, 
but bear in mind that I’m feeling 
really thirsty for my tall drink of 
water.

ELEANOR
Then we’ll just burn that bridge 
when we cross it. What else ya got?

JANET
(cheerful)

The Derek baby situation is worse 
than presented to Michael. Several 
are sleeping in the gardens, some 
are eating the buildings and the 
ones that aren’t inappropriately 
interacting with non-sentient 
materials are socializing in a way 
I would characterize as: bonkers. 

ELEANOR
Okay. So we’re bells deep in 
trouble. What else?

JANET
Then there’s Chidi. 

Eleanor nervously perks up, chews on the pencil again.

JANET (CONT’D)
Chidi has met Simone.

ELEANOR
That’s good. 

Janet looks quizzically accusatory.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
This pencil tastes like Jolly 
Ranchers. Grape, the best tasting, 
jolliest Rancher.

JANET
Sometimes humans deflect unpleasant 
information with non-sequiturs.
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ELEANOR
We want Chidi to meet Simone. I 
mean he has to help her be good for 
the sake of this whole experiment. 

JANET
That’s correct, I--

ELEANOR
--Even though she is already a 
flawless, gorgeous, genius treat.

JANET
Her point total is significantly 
higher than yours and even Chidi’s. 
If it weren’t for the complicated 
history between the three of you, 
her inclusion as a subject would 
make this experiment--

ELEANOR
(surprised)

--A piece of cake!

JANET
I was going to say “a less 
formidable challenge”.

REVEAL  - TAHANI has entered the room, holding a large piece 
of cake.

Tahani approaches and Eleanor snags the cake. 

JANET (CONT’D)
Oh, a coincidence that proves 
situationally apt.

TAHANI
A cake sample for tonight’s welcome 
party.

ELEANOR
Is this dulce de leche? 

TAHANI
It’s a pretense for me to drop in 
and see how you were handling the 
news.

ELEANOR
Which headline?

JANET
I was just about to break it.
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Eleanor puts a fork into the cake, it shatters and falls 
apart.

ELEANOR
I broke it.

TAHANI
It’s not really the cake. Derek 
farted it out. He thinks it’s a 
person. He named it Walnuts.

The clock in the background arrives at 0:00:00

JANET
The news I was about --

VOICE (O.S.)
Hello? 

ELEANOR
Can wait. Our arrival just woke up.

Eleanor, Tahani and Janet approach the door. Eleanor opens 
the file and raises it up to read.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
Oh fork. I’m still not very 
literate in afterlife gibberish, 
does that say--

JANET
--Madison Brooks.

ELEANOR
Yep. Fork.

EXT. MAIN SQUARE - DAY

CHIDI sits outside, takes a large, satisfying sip of almond 
milk. JOHN appears and sits down next to him.

CHIDI
(surprised)

Oh, shoot! 
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JOHN
I just want to say- first, it is 
muy bella to meet you and it goes 
against my journalistic integrity 
to publish a story without at least 
first DM’ing my subjects for 
comment but sometimes my duty to 
the public and their lust for 
content requires immediate 
publication. 

CHIDI
I say this emphatically: WHAT?

Noticing Chidi’s almond milk moustache:

JOHN
Um, are you chum guzzling? You’re 
outrageous!

CHIDI
Almond milk. I can enjoy it with 
clear conscious in The Good Place- 
but, please. Why are you talking to 
me and what are you saying?

JOHN
Ack, I know. News is so dialup 
around here. I had to take my blog 
to print media. 

John sticks out his tongue in disgust. 

CHIDI
A blog? But this is supposed to be 
The Good Place.

John shows Chidi the newspaper: 

INSERT PAPER - GOOD NEWS! - “All the news fit to print which 
as it happens is mostly good because this is The Good Place”

Chidi looks at the paper in shock.

We see an insert photograph: Chidi and Eleanor embracing at 
the screening of “Memories You May Have Forgotten”.

Headline: ARCHITECT... OF CANOODLING HIS FACE?

CHIDI (CONT’D)
This. This isn’t me.
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JOHN
Oh, honey.

John puts a consoling arm around Chidi.

JOHN (CONT’D)
I’m going to need a better @ reply 
than that.

In the background we see Michael chasing a naked Derek 
Person.

INT. YOU GURT, BRO? - DAY

A quaint, cutesy frozen yogurt shop. 

Madison scowls across the table at Eleanor. The two sit, 
delicious looking fro-yo in front of them.

MADISON
The long silent walk here. Your 
totally awkward filibustering. You 
said that if I came here with you 
you’d to tell me what’s going on. 

ELEANOR
I usually do this in my office, but 
I think we could both use a chaser 
of some delicious fro-yo. And this 
new spot is the best in the 
neighborhood. Customizable flavors.

Eleanor takes a bite.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
Mmmm. “My head on my lovers 
shoulder, the subtle scent of his 
cute sweater after a light drizzle 
of rain”. What flavor did you get?

MADISON
Are you going to tell me what the 
fork is going on and also why I 
can’t say “fork”?

Eleanor looks at her spoon.

ELEANOR
Oh, this is hard.

(beat)
Madison. You’re dead.
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MADISON
I know. And I’m clearly in heck.

(reacting to her censor)
Ugh.

ELEANOR
You’re actually in The Good Place. 
And I’m...

(with presentational 
flair)

the architect of this neighborhood. 

MADISON
The architect?! Like you’re in 
charge? If you’re in charge this 
clearly can’t be The Good Place. 
And I know the rules, after what I 
did I’m clearly damped to heck.

Madison looks around and GASPS.

A Derek Person in the background dumps frozen yogurt down her 
pants. 

MADISON (CONT’D)
No! I get it, I must be in The Bad 
Place!

Eleanor tenses with nerves, then composes herself. 

ELEANOR
Ha! You think you’re in The Bad 
Place. PSH. Is that your final 
answer? “Lock it in” final answer?

MADISON
Man, you’re horrible.

Eleanor makes a AAAAANK buzzing noise.

ELEANOR
Wrong answer. This isn’t The Bad 
Place. I can honestly say this 
isn’t The Bad Place.

MADISON
Then why aren’t all my horrible, 
haunting memories gone? Why are you 
here!? Besides the fact you are 
clearly a terrible person, I mean 
you just died not that long ago.

ELEANOR
Jeremy Bearimy.
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MADISON
Was that the guy you brought home 
that ate all my SnackWell’s and 
passed out on the kitchen floor? 

ELEANOR
What I mean to say is that time 
works different here. I can’t 
explain it so good - Janet?

JANET immediately appears next to Eleanor.

JANET
What’s up?

MADISON
(shocked)

No! Who are you?

JANET
Janet. The informational assistant 
in The Good Place.

ELEANOR
Tell her about Jeremy Bearimy.

JANET
Time doesn’t move linearly in the 
Afterlife. It swoops and loops and 
circles back on itself and could be 
rendered to look like a cursive 
signature in the English language.

MADISON
Like the signature of the dude who 
ate all my SnackWell’s and puked in-
between my couch cushions? 

Eleanor points a finger at Madison.

ELEANOR
Hey, his name was Tom if memory 
serves.

MADISON
I don’t care what this robot chick 
says...

Janet vigorously shakes her head “no”.
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MADISON (CONT’D)
...I know you Eleanor, you’re a 
greedy, spiteful garbage person 
that would never get into The Good 
Place, let alone be given your own 
gated community or whatever. 

ELEANOR
People change. Part of The Good 
Place is learning to be better. 
That’s how I got here, to be an 
architect. And that’s what I can 
help you do too.

MADISON
Oh help no! You ruined my life with 
the Dress Bench shirts- yes I know 
that was you- and now you are here 
to ruin my sweet hereafter? Why 
can’t I say Dress Bench, it’s a 
meme! Dress Bench. Bench! Bench! 

Madison points at Eleanor.

MADISON (CONT’D)
Bench!

Janet and Eleanor react.

MADISON (CONT’D)
It’s, like, so sexist that I can’t 
use a word that basically means: 
powerful woman. 

ELEANOR
I agree, it’s such forkin’ bull 
shirt.

JANET
If I may. I’ve known Eleanor since 
she arrived. A tough nut to crack, 
rough around the edges, but she’s 
grown to be one of the best of the 
“good”.

ELEANOR
Thanks, Janet.

MADISON
So Eleanor Shellstrop is some sort 
of Mother Theresa now?
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JANET
Oh no, Mother Theresa is in The Bad 
Place for misappropriating 
charitable funds and torturing the 
sick and dying, lionizing her own 
public image to continue a cycle of 
ritualized abuse that she derived a 
sadistic pleasure from.

ELEANOR
Wow. Ya think you know someone.

MADISON
Are you for real lady?

JANET
Not a lady but yes I am real. It’s 
not entirely her fault, she 
suffered Dacryphilia.

(beat)
She was aroused by human tears.

MADISON
I really don’t like this place and 
as far as I’m concerned, if Eleanor 
is in charge this is The Bad Place.

Eleanor SIGHS and looks at Janet.

A quiet beat passes then JASON runs in, flailing his arms.

ELEANOR
Ja- Jianyu, what is it Jianyu?

Jason waves his arms in wild gestures.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
Someone’s in trouble?

Jason flails his arms -- mimes glasses on his face.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
Oh, Chidi! Chidi’s in trouble?

Jason vigorously nods and flails his arms.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
Chidi’s in trouble. I gotta go.

(to Madison)
Take your time. Janet will show you 
your awesome new house. 

Eleanor and Jason flee. Janet sits down across from Madison.
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Madison shoots Janet an angry glare. She takes a bite of 
frozen yogurt.

MADISON
Mmmm. Well that’s the first good 
thing I’ve experienced.

JANET
What flavor did you get?

MADISON
Eleanor’s tears. 

JANET
I knew that. I asked so you’d have 
the satisfaction of telling me.

INT. WAITING ROOM - DAY

Jason and Eleanor run in to find Chidi BANGING on the office 
door. Tahani sits on the couch, fretting.

CHIDI
Eleanor! Eleanor!

TAHANI
(to Eleanor)

We didn’t know what to do.

ELEANOR
Right here. What’s the matter?

Chidi spins around, a copy of “Good News!” in his hand.

CHIDI
I never kissed you and I would 
never kiss you, what is this?!

Chidi shoves the paper toward Eleanor. Jason looks like he’s 
about to speak, Eleanor thrusts a hand over his mouth.

ELEANOR
(to Jason)

Vows, my man.
(to Chidi)

I can explain... Probably.

 END OF ACT ONE
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 ACT TWO

INT. MICHAEL’S OFFICE - DAY

John and Chidi sit across the desk from Eleanor. Tahani and 
Jason stand nearby-- observing. Eleanor scribbles on a piece 
of paper and passes it to Chidi.

Chidi unfolds the paper and glares at it.

INSERT NOTE: 

Do you like Eleanor:         o Yes  o No

Chidi frustrates and throws the note down. 

CHIDI
Is there an HR department here?

TAHANI
(rebuking)

Eleanor!

ELEANOR
Sorry, sorry. Just checking the 
temperature.

Chidi glares.

John delights at the friction.

JOHN
Ooo, can I record this? Does anyone 
have an iphone?

(looking around)
Tahani, lovely, when are we issued 
our devices?

ELEANOR
Chidi. What you saw in the article--

JOHN
--Blogs are my medium, sweetie, 
though this was technically printed 
in dinosaur media we can agree to 
call my work “content”.

ELEANOR
Those words and the accompanying 
photo were not meant to be seen.
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CHIDI
But what is it? That isn’t me. We 
didn’t do that!

ELEANOR
That was a private, very special 
moment between us. ME! Me and me 
alone. A special moment.

CHIDI
Can you explain that moment 
exactly?

ELEANOR
It’s like that totally not 
confusing book by Dostoyevs-
omething where the man has like a 
look alike.

CHIDI
The Double. Are you saying I have a 
doppelganger and you were kissing 
him in the plaza? 

ELEANOR
Well--

CHIDI
--That book is about a 
schizophrenic. Am I crazy?

ELEANOR
I think it’s more about identity. 
Look, I have self, Chidi. Like the 
Dost’ boy, I’m still searching. I 
have needs... desires. 

Chidi and John hang on her words.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
I’m a total babe, you’re obviously 
a hunk.

Tahani and Jason look at each other: obviously?

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
I saw your file, caught a few 
feelings...

CHIDI
...and what, we had a date and then 
you wiped my memory of it somehow?
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ELEANOR
No! I mean, well sort of.

JOHN
Yowza! There is sex dripping in the 
air between you two. 

CHIDI
There is no sex in the air.

ELEANOR
I had Janet simulate you. We’re all 
here to make friendships, love and 
bond. I know I’m like, the 
architect or whatever, but 
sometimes I like to get to know the 
residents. To know, ya’know.

Eleanor makes a CLCK CLCK noise and winks at Chidi.

CHIDI
No, I don’t. I feel like this is a 
violation and I would appreciate if 
you never simulate me again.

JOHN
Or stimulate.

John LAUGHS uproariously but no one joins in.

Eleanor is bummed. John stops laughing and steels up.

JOHN (CONT’D)
You didn’t like, do any weird stuff 
with me did you?

ELEANOR
No.

JOHN
That’s a relief ‘cause I’d be sick. 

Eleanor pauses to ignore the comment.

ELEANOR
We appreciate free expression here 
in The Good Place, but given that 
there is still so much you’re 
learning... from now on I need to 
edit anything you write before it 
goes to print.
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JOHN
Let’s call it “publication” and 
gross. Censorship, boo. 

TAHANI
John, I mean this constructively - 
your writing is wrought with 
libelous dreck.

JOHN
UGH. This is like the time I wrote 
a ten thousand word exposé on the 
junk science of Gwyneth Paltrow’s
Goop products and my editor turned 
it into a listicle: “Twelve Things 
Your Vagina Will Need After Labor 
Day”.  

ELEANOR
Wow. Could you give me just the top 
three?

CHIDI
Can I go now? 

ELEANOR
Chidi, I know you’re a philosophy 
professor- from studying your file- 
and I’d like you to tutor a few of 
our other new arrivals. And me. I 
clearly could use a little help in 
ethics. 

CHIDI
Do I have a choice in the matter?

ELEANOR
Of course.

CHIDI
Then, no. 

ELEANOR
But you love this stuff. You live 
for it.

CHIDI
Lived. But now I’m dead, and I want 
to actually enjoy life- as it were. 
I was crippled with doubt and 
indecision, maybe it was worth it, 
I ended up here. 

Chidi looks at John.
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CHIDI (CONT’D)
And we must all be here because we 
we’re good people. 

John gives Chidi a smug smile.

CHIDI (CONT’D)
I suppose. So I don’t see a real 
need for lectures and 
existentialism. 

Chidi turns back to look at Tahani and Jason. 

CHIDI (CONT’D)
Although Sartre would probably eat 
his own hand if he went through 
this. 

(re: Tahani and Jason)
Why are they standing there?!

ELEANOR
It was said “Heck is other people”. 
That’s not true, Chidi. Those are 
my peeps, my entourage like from 
the show Entourage. Hit me back 
later and if you change your mind I 
got a fresh box of chalk for you.

Eleanor extends a hand of friendship. 

Chidi rises from his chair, picks up a pencil and checks the 
“no” box on Eleanor's note. Eleanor pulls back her hand and 
Chidi exits.

John, dramatically shocked, puts a hand over his mouth.

JOHN
I was expecting a Tony and Samantha 
slow-burn relationship here but I’m 
totally getting a Sam and Diane 
vibe now.

(beat)
Like you’re terrible together but 
you’re definitely going to hate 
fork each other one day.

EXT. EDGE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD - DAY

Eleanor and Janet stand at a wood construction fence at the 
boundary of the neighborhood.

A sign reads: Under Construction. Something Good Coming Soon! 
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A sign next to it reads: Not Necessarily A Frozen Yogurt Shop 
But... Fingers Crossed! 

JANET
I was so busy making babies that I 
didn’t get around to helping 
Michael finish the neighborhood. 

ELEANOR
No sweat. The best things are never 
finished. Like Disneyland, 
supposedly the happiest place on 
Earth but you get to Adventureland
and you’re like: what? Tom Sawyer 
Island? Prime real estate wasted on 
a garbage-book about a racist 
tween. Everyone’s just waiting 
until they finally rip it out and 
put in a Rocketeer ride.

THUD THUD THUD - Reveal a Jason Person, FREDERICO, bashing 
his head into the wall. 

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
A loose Derek baby.

JANET
I’ve developed a technique for 
improving the Derek People and 
making them less socially 
psychotic.

Janet puts her finger in her mouth and shoves it into the 
Frederico’s ear.

ELEANOR
A wet-willy. I haven’t seen one of 
those since I got my bus pass 
revoked.

JANET
I don’t produce saliva but I 
created protocols to upgrade and 
normalize the Derek vessels, 
transmitted thusly. 

ELEANOR
And what would happen if you gave 
them a purple-nurple? 
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JANET
Like me they don’t have functional 
nipples, but their programming 
would likely lead to them saying, 
“Ouch, why’d you do that”.

Janet removes her finger from Frederico’s ear.

FREDERICO
Hey, there.

ELEANOR
Did it work?

JANET
Let’s see.

Janet gives Frederico a purple-nurple.

FREDERICO
Ouch, now why’d ya go and do that?

JANET
You’re operationally sound. Now go 
and tell the rest of your kind that 
I’m coming for them soon and will 
do to them what I did to you.

Frederico saunters off.

JANET (CONT’D)
Michael is corralling all the Derek 
babies in the auditorium until I 
can perform the procedure on them.

ELEANOR
First things first. I have some 
architecturing to do. 

JANET
Great. What are you thinking?

ELEANOR
My secret plan to bring everyone 
together. We are going to introduce 
this neighborhood to the 
restorative power of water. I am 
speaking of Typhoon Falls! Do you 
think you can help me make it?

JANET
Give me just a zeptosecond and yes 
I’ve accessed all the schematics 
before you even asked. 
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Janet nods -- the walls come down and a glorious water park 
is erected within seconds. Slides and tubes coil and snake, 
rivers, pools and waterfalls of glistening blue water.

Eleanor delights at the wonders, taking a big whiff.

ELEANOR
Smell that beautiful chlorine. Why 
I can even detect the subnotes of 
child urine. 

JANET
So you like it?

ELEANOR
It’s totally tubular.

 END ACT TWO

 
 ACT THREE

EXT. NEIGHBORHOOD - TYPHOON FALLS - DAY

Eleanor announces on a bullhorn:

ELEANOR
Good people of The Good Place: time 
to get sexy and soaked!

The NEIGHBORHOOD, suited in swim gear, flow into the park-- 
jumping in pools and lining up to attractions. 

Eleanor gleefully surveys the scene, Jason approaches. He 
speaks softly to her through pursed lips (like a puppeteer). 

JASON
This is really dope, but I don’t 
think Jianyu would do water-slides 
‘cause the robe is dry-clean only 
and I can’t do golly.

ELEANOR
Golly?

Jason looks around.

JASON
(normal voice, whispering)

Molly. M’s are really hard to do 
like Jeff Dunham. He’s my favorite 
puppet daddy, he isn’t afraid to 
“go there”. 

(MORE)
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And I always took pills in 
Pillboi’s broken hot tub. He used 
to say “Don’t go swimming until 
twenty minutes after you start 
rolling.” 

A NEIGHBOR passes and Jason clams up.

JASON (CONT’D)
(ventriloquism)

What should I do? 

ELEANOR
Go dip your feet in and see how it 
feels. Baby steps.

JASON
(whispering)

My dance crew, Dance Dance
Resolution used to do a routine 
called baby steps and it goes a 
little something like this. Hit it.

Jason departs in wobbly legged dance motions. 

Michael enters wearing a striped, old-timey full men’s one-
piece swimsuit and bow-tie. 

MICHAEL
Eleanor, this is genius, I never 
would have thought of it.

ELEANOR
Thanks, Michael.

Michael reconsiders. 

MICHAEL
Wait, this is genius. Y’know I was 
thinking of putting in water based 
amusements myself. Just hadn’t got 
around to it. 

Eleanor smiles.

ELEANOR
Good job. 

MICHAEL
So what’s the plan?

JASON (CONT'D)
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ELEANOR
Just fun in the sun. We’re like the 
shrimp in this cocktail. The 
healing waters are like the clam 
and tomato juice, lubricating us 
with reconciliation. 

MICHAEL
Pepper, horseradish, lime... such a 
complex treat.

ELEANOR
I’ll make a grand gesture to 
Madison, apologize to Chidi and 
ethical learning can start 
tomorrow. 

MICHAEL
I always wondered about the human 
drive for thrills that disorient 
their state of being.

(beat)
The Bahama Bobslide over there has 
my name on it. Kowabunga!

Michael runs off.

MUSIC: Heavy Metal rock guitar signals the entrance of Janet-- 
wearing a skimpy 80’s bikini, her hair blowing back.

Eleanor’s jaw drops and heads turn in Janet’s direction.

ELEANOR
Whoa, mama.

JANET
(badass)

I ain’t your mama.

Janet saunters forward, her eyes on Jason who sits several 
yards off, feet dangling into a pool. 

Jason looks up. He looks around, eyes Janet bashfully.

Janet purses her lips and shoots sex eyes towards Jason.

DEREK (O.S.)
I heard there was a bathtub party.

Janet is surprised as Derek enters the fray. He swaggers in 
wearing nothing but a skimpy green speedo. 

JANET
Derek?!
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DEREK
In case you can’t tell, under these 
water underwear my penis has become 
swollen.

Jason, confused and saddened, runs away.

JANET
Oh, shucks. 

ELEANOR
You are incomprehensibly hairy.

DEREK
Last one in buys the next round of 
rotten eggs.

Derek runs towards the pool.

DEREK (CONT’D)
Cannonball!

He executes a perfect swan dive into the water.

Eleanor is impressed.

ELEANOR
Graceful.

JANET
Yeah.

ELEANOR
One quick thing before we hit the 
slides: status on the Derek babies?

JANET
I completed the procedures but left 
them at the auditorium to recover. 
They may discharge some junk 
material before they can fraternize 
appropriately. 

ELEANOR
Discharge?

JANET
In creation, Derek incorporated 
inefficient garbage into their 
design.

Eleanor blinks.
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ELEANOR
In human equivalency, it was as 
though they subsisted on a diet of 
nothing but Arby’s. 

In the pool, Derek performs a graceful water dance.

EXT. TYPHOON FALLS - INFINITY RIVER - SAME

Tahani and Madison float in tubes down the infinity river.

TAHANI
It’s wonderful to have a new face 
here in The Good Place. It would be 
my pleasure to introduce you to 
everyone you need to know at 
tonight’s welcome soiree. 

MADISON
This whole burb is like the east 
end corridor of a Westfield- 
there’s not even a Sugarfish. 

TAHANI
I remember when I first arrived. I 
was a haughty, entitled bore. Yet I 
was able to find piece of mind once 
I found my clique. There’s joy and 
solace in simple pleasures and 
friendship. 

MADISON
Maybe you just overvalued your Q 
Score. If Shellstrop is queen bee, 
this place is scurvy.

TAHANI
Give the old gal a chance. She may 
grow on you as she did me.

Madison KICKS Tahani’s tube.

MADISON
UGH. Swim upstream salmon lips.

TAHANI
Salmon lips?!

Madison KICKS again. Tahani’s tube tips and she dunks into 
the water.
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TAHANI (CONT’D)
My hair! This completely upends my 
dry shampoo to water rinse calendar 
cycle.

Madison LAUGHS as she floats away.

EXT. NEIGHBORHOOD - THE FLUSHER - DAY

Eleanor reaches the top of the staircase to the parks biggest 
water slide. Chidi looks down at SIMONE in a pool.

ELEANOR
Hey, Chidi. What do you think of 
this dope ash water park?

CHIDI
Not really my thing, but a friend 
wanted to come and if I’m anything 
it’s an accommodating pushover. 

Eleanor notices Simone in the pool below.

ELEANOR
Are you going to take off your 
shirt and get dunked? Or...

CHIDI
I don’t know what I am more afraid 
of: careening down this wet death-
trap or taking my shirt off.

ELEANOR
C’mon, we both know you are 
stocking a swole store under there.

CHIDI
What did you think you’d accomplish 
by getting the whole neighborhood 
here in this filth bath?

ELEANOR
As architect I constantly have to 
make decisions, each with the 
happiness of neighborhood residents 
in mind but things tend to go 
bananas. It’s like the story of the 
spider in the urinal.

CHIDI
Nagel’s thought exercise. 
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ELEANOR
Exactly. Oh, light bulb. Janet?

BLINK - Janet appears.

JANET
Hi.

ELEANOR
Can you do that snappy, snappy 
thingy to demonstrate the toilet 
spider experiment?

JANET
Okay.

PING

INT. MEN’S ROOM URINAL - CONTINUOUS

Eleanor and Chidi appear-- miniature, in a urinal. 

ELEANOR
The Nagel dude would go to take a 
pits everyday and notice the same 
spider in the urinal.

CHIDI
What have you done?!

REVEAL: GIANT JANET towers above the two outside the urinal 
and begins to pee. 

ELEANOR
Because he was a good dude, he 
would try to avoid hitting the 
spider with his stream.

Chidi SCREAMS as he and Eleanor flee to the edge of the 
urinal to avoid the pee. 

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
This went on day after day. He 
wondered: “How can that spider even 
survive in there?”

CHIDI
Why is this happening?! 

(to Janet)
You don’t even have genitals!
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ELEANOR
One day he decided to extend a life 
raft to save the spider from its 
porcelain purgatory. 

Janet holds out a giant paper towel. Chidi and Eleanor grab 
hold and are lifted from the urinal. 

Chidi SCREAMS

PING

EXT. - TYPHOON FALLS - THE FLUSHER - CONTINUOUS

Chidi -- SCREAMING.

Eleanor and Chidi are now rapidly sliding down a steep water-
slide in a tandem raft.

ELEANOR
It’s all good. We’re safe, pal.

CHIDI
Thrilled and wet are two of my 
least favorite states of being!

SPLASH -- The two crash into the pool.

Chidi and Eleanor emerge from the water, Chidi GASPING.

CHIDI (CONT’D)
Why?! All of this, just why?!

ELEANOR
It’s fun! I know you have it in 
you, bud.

CHIDI
It is water torture, Ms. 
Guantanamo. And the point of 
Nagel’s experiment was that 
intervening in the fate of another 
has unintended consequences! He put 
the spider on the floor and it 
didn’t know how to survive- it 
shrivelled up and died, Eleanor!

ELEANOR
But at least not from pits
drowning?
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CHIDI
If this teaches you anything, it 
should be to stop intervening and 
let me live my death!

Chidi begins to exit the pool, Eleanor yells after him:

ELEANOR
See! You’re teaching me already!

Eleanor frets, thinking things can’t get worse. A mass of 
PEOPLE start jumping into the pool. 

Eleanor looks up to see the slides filling with bodies.

She notices Frederico and pulls his arm.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
What’s going on?

FREDERICO
We heard about the new water park 
and just all had to come see for 
ourselves. This is great!

Eleanor worries.

SCREAM

Eleanor notices Madison running towards the exit. She is 
covered in brown mess. She stops to point an accusatory 
finger at Eleanor.

MADISON
I have shirt all over me! You 
ruined another garment, Eleanor!

Madison flees, other residents are run away.

Eleanor notices excretion coming out of Frederico. The pool 
water is turning into brown sludge.

ELEANOR
Oh fork. The discharge! 

SCREAMS from all directions -- People evacuate.

 END OF ACT THREE

 
 ACT FOUR
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INT. TAHANI’S MANSION - NIGHT

NEIGHBORHOOD CITIZEN’S fill the ornate mansion, everyone 
dressed to the nine’s. Champaign flutes, candles, and 
mountains of shrimp dishes dot the room. 

A banner reads: WELCOME NEW FRIENDS!

Eleanor stands with Tahani, surveying the scene.

ELEANOR
How am I doing?

TAHANI
At what, darling? Managing the new 
arrivals, the array of converging 
crisis’, or burying your rage tears 
from having to see your man 
flirting with his ex-girlfriend, 
with whom he is infinitely more 
compatible?

We see Simone and Chidi across the room engaged in 
flirtatious conversation.

Eleanor SIGHS.

ELEANOR
I was only strezzazled by maybe one 
of those things but now I am going 
to get drunk.

Eleanor grabs a drink out of a STRANGERS hands and downs it.

TAHANI
Sorry, dear. It’s been quite a time 
for me as well but we’ll manage 
things by staying focused, composed 
and cucumber cool--

JOHN
--Hai, bench!

Tahani JOLTS, recoiling at the appearance of John.

TAHANI
Hello, John.

JOHN
Oh sweetie, your house is a joke! 
So gorgeous- riché, gaudy chic. 
It’s horrible, I love it!  

(MORE)
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It’s like a Cheesecake Factory 
forked Downton Abbey. My eyes are 
melting it’s a feast.

ELEANOR
(annoyed)

Well I’m the architect, John.

John’s eyes trail down Tahani’s dress.

JOHN
And your dress...

ELEANOR
How are you finding the 
neighborhood, otherwise? Making 
friends?

JOHN
I’d tell you but you’d probably 
edit my “hot takes” until they were 
cold bologna, right?

John punctuates the jab with a sarcastic LAUGH.

Sensing the hostility, John saunters off.

ELEANOR
Madison is going to be a challenge 
for us. She’s still icing me.

TAHANI
I see. She may well burn the 
upholstery with her eye fire.

REVEAL - Madison across the room glaring at Eleanor. She sips 
shrimp cocktail through a straw and mouth’s, “fork you”. 

TAHANI (CONT’D)
That woman wears a grudge like Kate 
Blanchett wears Armani. 

Eleanor takes a huge chug off a champagne flute. Michael 
swoops in and scoops the drink from Eleanor’s hands.

MICHAEL
Y’know in nearly every iteration of 
the welcome party scenario you 
and/or Tahani got blisteringly 
drunk and caused a scene. 

JOHN (CONT'D)
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ELEANOR
You’re right, Michael. I’m now 
picturing myself as inexplicably 
composed and sober as Bradley 
Cooper. This experiment will be a 
success, so none of us will be 
getting hammered tonight.

JANET (O.S.)
White girl wasted!

JANET stumbles into the fray --drunk.

MICHAEL
Janet?

JANET
What? What?! C’mon.

TAHANI
You’re completely potted.

ELEANOR
But you can’t drink, Janet?

JANET
Let’s see about that.

Janet grabs the drink from Michael. She mimes drinking it but 
pours in out near her face and all over herself.

JANET (CONT’D)
Maybe not, but I discombobulated my 
network of nanomorphic processing 
to simulate the disorienting and 
pleasant confusion of getting 
totally shirt-faced. WOOOO!

MICHAEL
Why would you do that?

JANET
(pawing at Michael)

I got feels, dude.

ELEANOR
She’s like a teenager. I remember 
my first time drinking- also my 
first date. Me and Ryan Booler saw 
Jerry Maguire and got hammered on 
Bartles and Jaymes.
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JANET
You guys are supposed to be my 
friends, let me get loose for once.

Janet BELCHES.

JANET (CONT’D)
I mean I already fixed the Derek 
babies, what else do you want?

MICHAEL
You’re right, have- just this one 
night - of fun.

JANET
Thanks, long-shanks.

ELEANOR
Simulate the effects of a vente 
latte. Those get me totally wasted.

JANET
Nice try, cherub-cheeks.

Janet looks across the room to see Jason at a table playing 
with his food - miming two shrimp dancing together. 

Janet SIGHS, then her composure drunkenly shifts to a wobbly 
scowl-frown. She hobbles off.

TAHANI
So tell me about the final new 
arrival?

ELEANOR
Yeah, that’s the bit of good news.

MICHAEL
No connection to any of you! Shawn 
must have been asleep at the wheel.

TAHANI
Well who is it?

ELEANOR
Just some character actor, Dick.

ACROSS THE ROOM

Jason jumps and SQUEALS with delight.

JASON
Dick Miller?!
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Dick Miller crosses to Jason and shakes his hand.

JASON (CONT’D)
I’m your biggest fan! You were shot 
by Schwarzenegger, electrocuted in 
Chopping Mall, and plowed to death 
in Gremlins. I don’t know why you 
were alive again in Gremlins 2: The 
New Batch but I almost didn’t care 
because you always light up a 
scene! When I was a kid the 
compilation DVD, “Dick Miller’s 
Greatest Death Scene’s” was my 
babysitter! 

DICK
Glad to meet you.

JASON
Finally, you’re dead for reals!

DICK
It’s my pleasure? So you’re a monk?

JASON
Oh this! No. 

(lying)
This is a costume party.

Tahani wheels in a giant cake.

TAHANI
I present: the ceremonial cake to 
welcome our new friends! 

Janet runs in DRUNKENLY WAILING!

JANET
He won’t even be himself for me but 
opens up to the second billed, bit-
player from Small Soldiers?!

Janet CRIES and throws herself face first into the cake.

On Eleanor and Michael’s shock --

 END OF SHOW
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